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Principal Message 

 I should start off by thanking the Stoney Creek Community for all your support leading up to the 

Winter Break.  From the help collecting donations for Holiday Cheer and Pancake Breakfast with Santa, to 

packing the gym for our Winter Performance and taking the time to review the kiddos report cards with 

them.  It’s only been 4 months for me as Principal here and I truly feel lucky to have joined such an 

amazing community. 

 As you know, we are losing a couple of our treasured staff this Winter Break.  First off, Ms. 

Linnette Stoney, our Office Support Clerk since this September with the perfect name to fit our school, is 

now heading just up the road to Lyndhurst as the new head secretary.  As well, we are saying goodbye to 

our Music teacher of the last 11 years, Ms. Meghan Payjack, as she starts her next adventure with her 

family in Kelowna.  Even though it was only 4 months, I feel lucky to have had a chance to work with such 

an amazing educator...you will be missed Ms. Payjack. 

 On a positive note, I’m happy to announce that Mr. Ray Faoro will be our new Music/Band 

teacher starting in January.  Mr. Faoro has been a Music/Band teacher for decades now, mostly in the 

Coquitlam School District, and most recently at University Highlands and Sperling Elementary.  As 

expected, he’s excited to meet the Stoney Creek Community. 

 I want to wish you and your loved ones a wonderful Winter Break with family and friends and 

we’ll see you all in 2024! 
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Math Musings 

 One of the greatest ways to teach mathematical concepts, especially for things like 

quantity, addition, subitizing, patterns, probability, and overall fluency, is games; especially 

games that involve cards, money, and/or dice. 

 Many students start off with simple card games like “Go Fish”, “Uno”, or “Crazy Eights” or 

Boardgames like Snakes & Ladders.  These are great examples of helping students recognize 

patterns, counting, and even more complex ideas, like probability. 

 Later, students can graduate to more complex games requiring logic and strategy such 

as Monopoly, Checkers/Chess, Connect 4, or Cribbage. 

 What better way to spend the Holiday Season than a family games night where you get 

to connect with family AND learn important skills to build a strong foundation in Math.  My fami-

ly’s current favourites are Settlers of Catan, Ticket to Ride, and Qwirkle.  For some great ideas, 

check out these sites: List of more advanced games; A variety of games;  Easy Card Games. 

Wellness Check - Connection is Key 

 Whenever someone asks me what my favourite time of day is, I have always responded 

with “Dinner Time!”.  Even though I’m blessed to be surrounded by children and amazing staff 

every day, dinner time is when I get to sit down with my wife and daughters and reconnect.  It 

has been a tradition in my family since our children were born and invariably someone is almost 

always on the verge of blowing water out their nose from laughing so hard.  That’s not to say 

that it doesn’t come with some tears and worries sometimes, but it is always a way to recon-

nect.  

 To continue with our newsletter section this month, we wanted to pass along some key 

ways to connect with your kiddos that help support their wellness AND your own. 

 Other than sitting down to eat together, I love this resource on the Most Important 9 

Minutes of Each Day (click HERE).  It’s a great reminder on how to start and end each day. 

 Another resource we wanted to share is the idea of “Toxic Positivity”, after all, it’s not al-

ways about laughing so hard that water shoots out your nose.  Click HERE for some helpful ideas 

and comments you can make when you are reconnecting. 

 Thanks for all you do to support the kiddos we teach every day. 

https://blog.mindresearch.org/blog/big-list-mathematical-board-games
https://nymag.com/strategist/article/best-board-games-for-kids.html
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/activities/10-kid-friendly-card-games/
https://sd41-my.sharepoint.com/:i:/g/personal/e13912_burnabyschools_ca/ET1SJ23DFOBGmRfM9gSAN3ABxetmecl4nqRNKNhEuKfVTw?e=ohepg6
https://sd41-my.sharepoint.com/:i:/g/personal/e13912_burnabyschools_ca/EeXy2YxD4sROiIb5fwLBIUwB28qoDSG6hMJVILxadUd3Hg?e=2gapxA
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 Important Dates... 

StrongStart Closed 

The Stoney Creek StrongStart Centre will 

be is closed for the Winter holidays   

December 22 - January 7  

Reopening on January 8, 2024 
 

Note: The centre will also be closed on:  

January 10 and January 29, 2024 

CREEKSIDE CENTRE  
Will be closed for all regular pre-teen 

activities from Dec 23 - Jan 5.  

 

The Centre 

reopens the 

week of  

Jan 8, 2024 

School Meal Program Cycle 5 

Cycle 5’s School Meal Program runs from 

January 8-31, 2024. 

Click here to view the menu.  

Cycle 6 will run from February 1-29, 

2024. The menu/envelopes will be 

provided in January. 

REMINDER: SCHOOL CLOSURE FOR THE HOLIDAY BREAK  
 

        The last day of school is on Thursday, December 21 

        The winter break goes from Friday, December 22 to Sunday, January 7 

        School reopens and classes resume on Monday, January 8 2024 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION CIRCLE  PEER SUPPORT GROUP - Thursdays 9:15 - 10:30am in the Community Room 
 

 

The group will start meeting again in the New Year. First session takes place on Thursday January 11, 2024 

Practice speaking English with other adult English Learners. Open to all levels of English. This is FREE and no 

registration required. Please email Taryn Briscoe at taryn.briscoe@burnabyschools.ca if you would like to join 

in. Click here to see the poster with full details. 

https://stoneycreek.burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Cycle-5-Jan.8th-Jan.31st-2024-1.pdf
mailto:taryn.briscoe@burnabyschools.ca
https://stoneycreek.burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ELL-Conversation-Circle-2022-2023.pdf
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Our next  Community Council Meeting  

Thursday, January 18 @ 7:30 pm in the library 

(Following the Managing Emotions Workshop) 

 For all parents, guardians & community members 
All welcome to attend! 

Community Council Reminders 

 
The next fundraiser event  
is in the works… 
 
 

More details to come for 

 the SCCC Adult Trivia Night! 

Join us to meet new 

friends and find out 

what’s happening at 

Stoney Creek! 

Information about the 

meetings will be  

provided shortly before 

each meeting via email. 
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 Pancake Breakfast and Sing-Along with Santa 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who donated and helped with 

the Pancake Breakfast!! The students had an exciting pancake and 

pajama morning with a sing along and a visit from Santa. 
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 Stoney Creek’s Festive Student Artwork 
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 Artwork and Greeting Cards for Local Seniors 

SPREADING HOLIDAY CHEER 
 

STONEY CREEK STUDENTS  

PREPARED A VARIETY OF GREETING 

CARDS  FOR RESIDENTS OF THE  

GEORGE DERBY CENTRE. 
 

THANK YOU TO THE STAFF AND  

STUDENTS INVOLVED IN THIS PROJECT! 
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 Registration Details for Upcoming Community Programs 

Click here to register. For questions, please contact taryn.briscoe@burnabyschools.ca or phone 604-296-9031 ex. 651011 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=LV7swROUrEqeab99Ida2QgRcRHl4f0JNv0lFaSZHTAdUMjVaRlRXNE80QjUwNVU4N0FMTkNPWTFWUS4u
mailto:taryn.briscoe@burnabyschools.ca


Page 9 

 Registration Details for Upcoming Community Programs 

HERE 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=LV7swROUrEqeab99Ida2QgRcRHl4f0JNv0lFaSZHTAdUNlFWVllQSVVHTlE5RFBIVzhSVEY3NlhLRi4u


Page 10 

 Community Resources in Burnaby  

Click here to access the Burnaby Public Library’s site which provides links and             

information for a variety of services and resources available in our community. 

See additional community resource information on the next page...  

https://bpl.bc.ca/people-help/information-community-resources
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Click HERE to view the January 2024 Group Calendar for the 

Early Years Parenting Support Program 

Cameray Child & Family Services Flyers 

https://stoneycreek.burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/EYPSP-JANUARY-GROUP-CALENDAR-2024.pdf
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Cameray Child & Family Services Flyers 

Click HERE to view the January 2024 Group Calendar for the 

Parent Education Program 

https://stoneycreek.burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/PEP-JANUARY-GROUP-CALENDAR-2024.pdf
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